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c o v e r  s t o r y

Tito Muñoz
Virginia G. Piper Music Director

C
lose your eyes and open your ears.  It’s Tito 
Time and the newest talent to take the stage 
is The Phoenix Symphony’s Virginia G. Piper 
Music Director Tito Muñoz.  The Valley needs to 
prepare for a new storm of symphonic passion 

that will blow across the desert like never before.

For Tito Muñoz, music comes from within.  But it is also about 
the deeper connection with music that concerns the maestro.  

His relationship with sound was serendipitous.   A middle 
school music teacher handed him a violin and from 
there his life’s score began.  The first time musician was 
immediately captivated. 

Sounds of a 
Desert Storm
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His obvious talent and fortunate access to music 
education allowed the young protégé to take up 
orchestra at LaGuardia High School, a specialized visual 
and performing arts school in New York. During this time, 
he was accepted into Juilliard’s youth program where he 
received high level training on Saturdays.

T
he young teenager began to develop an interest 
for conducting and decided to check-out a 
production that his high school orchestra was 
working on. The ambitious project was West Side 
Story.   The Leonard Bernstein masterpiece was 

based in neighborhoods where the LaGuardia School is 
now located.  So the sound and fury of the story struck a 
proverbial chord.

Muñoz took the score to every rehearsal, following along with 
his conductor as he led the entire orchestra bar by bar.  The 
teen’s eagerness to learn the music was immediately noticed 
by his conductor and Muñoz was given the responsibility to 
conduct in his music teacher’s absence.  

Tito relished the opportunity to lead. “I just always felt that I 
knew what needed to be done,” Muñoz says.   
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N
ow an accomplished violinist and experienced 
conductor, Tito Muñoz is commanding the baton 
on the stage of The Phoenix Symphony for his first 
season.   He brings with him a sense of music 
and how it relates to modern life.  He is adamant 

that classical music requires more of its patrons than other 
popular art forms and media.

“Classical music gets into our senses in a much more visceral 
way. It requires more thought. It requires more commitment,” 
Muñoz says when making comparisons of various art forms 
we live with.  
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“
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Classical 
music is 
broad and far 
reaching. It is 
about creating 
meaningful 
connections 
through music.

“

Tito Muñoz
Virginia G. Piper Music Director
The Phoenix Symphony
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L
isteners must work a little harder in the concert hall 
because it is not like other music.  They must learn 
to let go so that they can take in the music in a 
different way. It is about giving into the experience 
through sound. 

Yet, there is concern that as the classical music audience 
ages, the interest and support of symphony will diminish.

Tito Muñoz does not 
believe this is the future 
of music.  “Classical 
music is broad and far 
reaching.  It has a range 
of characteristics, genres 
and styles, making it 
a versatile art form. 
The future of classical 
music is not about 
aging audiences. It is 
about getting enough 
exposure to the art from 
an early age and through 
the educational system.  
It is about creating 
meaningful connections 
through music.”  
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I
n so many ways, patrons of the art form have compared 
attending a symphony to that of attending church. 
The grandiosity, swelling sound and attention to detail 
draws us from ourselves and everyday pettiness.  
One might leave the concert hall or sanctuary with 

renewed spirit.  The spiritual nature of music brings forth 
our higher capacity for creativity and expression.

“It is really about what the music can do for you if you let it,” 
Tito explains. 

N
o one knows this better than Arizona’s only 
full-time professional orchestra, The Phoenix 
Symphony. Since 1947, The Phoenix Symphony 
has served Arizona with exceptional programs 
and quality musical experiences.  Now, Tito 

Muñoz takes on the mantle of leadership with an exciting 
new season, fresh ideas and an intensely driven passion 
to discovering the connections we can make when music 
fills the room.  ■


